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After buying Twitter for $44 billion, billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk made a pitch for free 

speech. “I hope that even my worst critics remain on Twitter,” he tweeted, “because that is what free 

speech means”. He also likened Twitter to “a digital town square where matters vital to the future of 

humanity are debated”. The world’s richest man talking about free speech and humanity’s future after 

buying one of the most influential social media platforms seems to be the most politically correct thing 

to do. But it is certainly ironic considering that the billionaire buyer had no qualms over the years about 

using the social media platform to aggressively promote his business interests as well as block and, 

some may say even bully, critics. But in saying what he has said, Mr. Musk has put the spotlight on what 

has been a sensitive issue for Twitter in recent years — its inability to convincingly come across as a 

platform where healthy conversations can take place. Often, those indulging in hate speech and 

threatening violence have found full play on the platform until authorities put in a request for 

withholding of the offensive tweets. Whatever it did toward that goal — from creating policies around 

abuse and disinformation to unleashing technology for spotting problematic content early — did little to 

change the perception. One need not even consider its move to permanently ban the then U.S. 

President Donald Trump to make the point that it, at times, has come across as an interested player 

rather than a disinterested platform — its inconsistencies in labelling content as problematic would 

alone suffice. 

 

What Mr. Musk does next toward promoting free speech on the platform would be keenly 

watched. The first challenge to this is the fact that free speech is understood differently by people 

belonging to different political ideologies. But, Mr. Musk is all for a light touch in moderating content. 

CNN quoted him as saying in a recent TED conference that, “If in doubt, let the speech exist.” He added, 

“If it’s a gray area, I would say, let the tweet exist. But obviously in the case where there’s perhaps a lot 

of controversy, you would not necessarily want to promote the tweet.” He is also in favour of increasing 

trust by making the algorithms open source and using technology to spot spam bots. Would that 

improve the situation? Perhaps. Would he do away with the safeguards Twitter has built over time? One 

hopes not. But Mr. Musk may realise in the journey that the issue of free speech is not so black-and-

white from the vantage point of a platform owner. For, he is no longer just only a Twitter user with over 

80 million followers. 

 

 

 free speech (noun) – the right to express one’s 

opinions publicly (without any restraint). 

 entrepreneur (noun) – businessman, 

businesswoman, business person. 

 make a pitch (phrase) – say/do something in 

support of someone or something. 

 critic (noun) – criticizer, censurer, castigator, 

attacker, fault-finder. 

 liken something/someone to (verb) – 

compare, equate, corelate, match. 

 matter (noun) – content, subject matter, 

substance. 

 humanity (noun) – human beings, humankind, 

the human race. 

 influential (adjective) – powerful, strong; 

significant, important. 

 certainly (adverb) – surely, definitely, 

unquestionably. 

 ironic (adjective) – strange, unexpected, odd, 

paradoxical. 

 considering (preposition) – taking (something) 

into consideration; in view of; taking into 

account; in the light of. 

 qualm (noun) – misgiving, doubt, reservation, 

second thought, worry, concern, hesitation, 

reluctance, apprehension. 

 aggressively (adverb) – forcefully, fiercely, 

strongly, assertively, decidedly, determinedly, 

firmly, resolutely. 

 interest (noun) – common concerns (in 

politics/business); involvement, preference. 
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 bully (verb) – pressure, pressurize, intimidate, 

coerce, strong-arm, force, compel. 

 put the/a spotlight on (phrase) – to 

draw/bring attention to something; highlight, 

accentuate, underscore, underline. 

 inability (noun) – lack of ability, incapability, 

incapacity, powerlessness, impotence, 

helplessness. 

 convincingly (adverb) – credibly, believably, 

clearly. 

 come across (phrase) – seem, appear, look, 

give the impression of being; be perceived, get 

through, be understood, be comprehended, be 

taken in. 

 healthy (adjective) – beneficial, good, active. 

 indulge in (verb) – become involved in (an 

undesirable activity). 

 play (noun) – enjoyment, pleasure; 

functioning, activity. 

 authorities (noun) – officials, officialdom, the 

people in charge, the bureaucracy, the system. 

 put in (phrasal verb) – submit, present, 

(something formally); request, seek, ask for, 

apply for something formally. 

 withhold (verb) –  hold back, keep back, stop; 

check, suppress, repress, restrain.  

 offensive (adjective) – hostile, attacking, 

aggressive, threatening; objectionable, 

displeasing, provocative, provoking, 

humiliating. 

 abuse (noun) – mistreatment, maltreatment, ill 

treatment, exploitation.  

 disinformation (noun) – fake news, made-up 

story, false information, lie, falsehood. 

 unleash (verb) – let loose, release, let 

something go uncontrollably. 

 perception (noun) – understanding, 

discernment, recognition/realization; 

interpretation. 

 move (noun) – step, action, act, measure. 

 make a point of (phrase) – put emphasis on. 

 at times (phrase) – sometimes, occasionally, 

from time to time, now and then. 

 interested (adjective) – partisan, partial, 

biased, prejudiced, one-sided, preferential, 

discriminatory. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 disinterested (adjective) – unbiased, 

unprejudiced, impartial, neutral, non-partisan, 

non-discriminatory, uninvolved, dispassionate, 

impersonal. 

 inconsistency (noun) – unpredictability, 

inconstancy, lack of consistency, 

changeableness, variability, instability, 

irregularity, unevenness. 

 label (verb) – categorize, classify, describe, 

identify. 

 suffice (verb) – be enough, be sufficient, be 

adequate. 

 keenly (adverb) – interestingly, 

enthusiastically, eagerly. 

 ideology (noun) – beliefs, ideals, principles, 

doctrine; system of belief, set of principles. 

 a light touch (phrase) – the capability to tackle 

something tactfully. 

 moderate (verb) – regulate, control; mediate, 

judge. 

 in doubt (phrase) – doubtful, uncertain, open 

to question, unsure, unconfirmed, undecided, 

undetermined. 

 gray area (noun) – an unclear situation (a 

situation in which it is tough to judge what is 

right/wrong).  

 perhaps (adverb) – maybe, possibly. 

 necessarily (adverb) – inevitably, certainly, 

surely. 

 in favour of (phrase)  -in support of; on the 

side of. 

 algorithm (noun) – the list of instructions and 

rules that a computer needs to do to complete 

a task. 

 open source (noun) – it refers to something 

people can modify and share because its 

design is publicly accessible. 

 spam bot (noun) – a computer program that 

helps to spread spam (i.e. irrelevant or 

inappropriate messages) across the Internet. 

 black and white (adjective) – categorical, 

unequivocal, absolute, uncompromising, 

unconditional, unqualified, unambiguous, 

clear, clear-cut, positive, straightforward, 

definite, definitive. 

 for (conjunction) – because, since. 
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 vantage point (noun) – it means a position 

from which you can see things well; point of 

view, viewpoint, standpoint, opinion, position, 

way of thinking, outlook, perspective, angle. 

************************************************************************************* 

 

Last Wednesday’s decision by Wimbledon to decline entries from Russian and Belarusian players 

for the 2022 edition of the world’s premier tennis tournament has opened a can of worms. With the 

Russia-Ukraine war raging, the All England Club stated that “it would be unacceptable for the Russian 

regime to derive any benefits from the involvement of Russian or Belarusian players with The 

Championships”. Even as the Club acknowledged it was hard on individual athletes, chairman Ian Hewitt 

said “they will suffer for the actions of the leaders of the Russian regime”. It will affect dozens of players 

including men’s World No.2 and reigning US Open champion Daniil Medvedev, World No.8 Andrey 

Rublev, women’s World No.4 Aryna Sabalenka and two-time Major winner Victoria Azarenka. The move 

was by no means unique; in March, World Athletics had similarly ostracised Russian and Belarusian 

athletes. But Wimbledon’s decision was unprecedented because unlike other sports, tennis more or less 

transcends nationalism. Except in team events such as the Davis Cup and the Billie Jean King Cup — from 

which Russia is currently banned — players’ entry into a tournament is based solely on ranking and not 

nationality. Criticism from legends like Billie Jean King and Martina Navratilova was rooted in this fact, so 

was the pushback from ATP and WTA, the governing bodies of the men’s and women’s tours. 

 

That Wimbledon could act unilaterally has much to do with tennis’ splintered administration. 

There is no umbrella organisation that directs the sport; the four Majors, ATP, WTA and International 

Tennis Federation act independently. There is not an autonomous players’ union either. Shorn of checks 

and balances, Wimbledon, to seemingly avoid the optics of a Russian or Belarusian player holding aloft 

the trophy — a genuine possibility considering Sabalenka was a semifinalist in 2021 — thought it was 

best to impose a blanket ban. But this militates against the principle of fairness and equal opportunity 

and may force the ATP and WTA to strip the event of ranking points, turning it into a glorified exhibition 

tournament. The episode also brings into focus the role of the British government, whose guidelines 

Wimbledon said it had taken into account. Last month, Sports Minister Nigel Huddleston demanded that 

Russian players attest “they were not supporters of Vladimir Putin”, despite Medvedev and Rublev 

publicly calling for peace. In fact, Mr. Huddleston’s view was similar to the one espoused by Ukrainian 

players led by Elina Svitolina, a two-time Grand Slam semifinalist. While one can empathise with the 

Ukrainians’ feelings, considering their tragic lived experiences, it sets a damaging precedent when 

nations start penalising individual citizens for the actions of political leaders. It appears that both 

Wimbledon and the British government do not want to see the wood for the trees. 

 

 

 myopic (adjective) – short-sighted, narrow-

minded, small-minded, unimaginative, lacking 

foresight, parochial, illiberal, intolerant. 

 penalise (verb) – punish, discipline, mete out 

punishment to. 

 premier (adjective) – leading, highest, pre-

eminent, outstanding. 

 a can of worms (phrase) – a troublesome 

situation; an issue whose resolution is difficult 

or contentious but not necessarily complex. 

 rage (verb) – be violent, be at its height, be 

turbulent, be uncontrollable, continue with 

intensity. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 involvement (noun) – participation, taking 

part, engagement. 

 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, 

realize. 

 be hard on (phrase) – be or unfair to. 

 reigning (adjective) – defending, current. 

 move (noun) – step, action, act, measure. 
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 by no means (phrase) – not at all, in no way, , 

on no account, under no circumstance. 

 ostracise (verb) – exclude, reject, blacklist, 

shun/spurn. 

 unprecedented (adjective) – not done or 

experienced before. 

 more or less (phrase) – nearly, almost, to a 

certain extent/level. 

 transcend (verb) – go beyond, rise above, cut 

across. 

 nationalism (noun) – it refers to a system (with 

narrow set of ideas) created by a group of 

people who believe their nation is superior to 

all others. It is also a perception of national 

superiority and an orientation toward national 

dominance- called as chauvinism (excessive 

nationalism). 

 be rooted in (verb) – have as an origin or 

cause. 

 pushback (noun) – resistance, opposition (to a 

change). 

 unilaterally (adverb) – used to indicate 

something done by a person/country without 

approval/agreement from other 

people/countries involved in the situation. 

 splintered (adjective) – divided, fragmented, 

split, separated, disintegrated. 

 administration (noun) – management, 

operation, leadership. 

 umbrella (noun as modifier) – protection, 

guidance, support, backing, guardianship. 

 umbrella organization (noun) – an association 

of institutions who work together formally to 

coordinate activities and/or pool resources. 

 autonomous (adjective) – self-governing, 

independent, self-determining. 

 (be) shorn of (phrasal verb) – to have 

something important removed from. 

 checks and balances (plural noun) – a system 

in which all departments of a government 

organization have right to amend/limit the 

powers of the other departments in order to 

avoid dominance of one department. 

 seemingly (adverb) -obviously, palpably, 

apparently. 

 optics (noun) – the way in which something 

(political action/situation) is recognized by the 

general public. 

 aloft (adverb) – upwards, up, on high, higher, 

into the air. 

 possibility (noun) – chance, likelihood, 

probability, prospect, hope. 

 blanket (noun) – outright, overall, general, all-

round, sweeping, total, complete. 

 militate (against) (verb) – work against, go 

against, be detrimental to, resist, 

hinder/oppose. 

 fairness (noun) – equity, rationality, 

impartiality, integrity, neutrality. 

 strip of (verb) – dispossess, deprive, deny, 

prevent from having. 

 turn into (phrasal verb) – change something 

into a particular kind of thing. 

 glorified (adjective) – enshrined, revered, 

venerated. 

 episode (noun) – a group of events; incident, 

event, affair, occurrence. 

 take into account (phrase) – consider, take 

into consideration, bear in mind, reckon with, 

heed. 

 attest (verb) – declare, announce, state, claim, 

submit. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – (publicly) ask for, 

request, demand. 

 espouse (verb) – support, embrace, back, urge, 

promote, advocate, endorse, recommend, 

champion. 

 empathise (verb) – understand, relate to, feel 

for, have insight into, sympathize. 

 precedent (noun) – model, exemplar, example, 

pattern; previous example/instance, prior 

instance. 

 be unable to see the wood/forest for the 

trees (phrase) – to be unable to understand 

the whole situation (main issue) clearly 

because you are too closely involved in all of 

the small details of it.  
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